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STORY THUS FAR 

I n the early 21st century, an apocalypse turned fertile lands into deserts and brought human civ¬ 
ilization to its knees. Control of Japan passed into the hands of tyrannical kings. 300 years later, 
a new hope was born. 

At the birth of a rebel chieftain’s twins, the blind prophet Nagi predicted, “This is a child of 
destiny, one who will grow to lead the people and be the light in the sky of our nation’s future.” 
The people of Byakko Village placed their hopes in Tatara, their Chief’s son, raising him as the 
“Boy of Destiny.” 

With the tyrannical Ukon XV ruling Japan through his ruthless sons, a better tomorrow can 
only be achieved through strife and bloodshed. When the “Boy of Destiny” is killed by the Red 
King’s forces, it is up to his twin sister Sarasa to lead their people in his name, or all will be lost. 

Sarasa has achieved victory over the Red King in Kyushu and the Blue King in Seiran, gain¬ 
ing many allies along the way. But even with the help of the Tengu Faction, a local gang of rebel 
monks, “Tatara’s” rescue of “his” mother from General Kazan fails, and as a result of the conflict, 
Sarasa has seriously damaged her eyes. 

The Red King has fared little better, for setting his forces against that of his own general cre¬ 
ates conflict within his troops. With the urging of an agent from the “Blue King,” Asho finally 
defies his liege, arranging a secret attack on the Red King. The King’s guest, Princess Senju, man¬ 
ages to escape safely with the unexpected help of Ageha, but the wounded Shuri must flee as a 
hapless stowaway aboard a ship headed to Okinawa. On this peaceful, prosperous island, the pen¬ 
niless and friendless Shuri begins to reconsider his philosophy. 

Setting her allies to various tasks, Sarasa has sailed south to Okinawa in hopes of meeting 
Doctor Basho, a physician who might be able to erne her blindness. But it is typhoon season, and 
her ship has broken up just before reaching port. Washed ashore, helplessly weak and blind, she 
has overheard a mysterious argument... 







onshu, Shikoku, and Kyushu, he is tl 
lan’s four sons. Prophesied to bring 
nded him a slave. Only a privileged 
ihuri. Hounded by threats from 
a ruthless but effective ruler, crush- 
.The destruction of Byakko Village is 


ready to fight to keep 
pendence. 


Capable of staying the 
King and arranging foi 
head of cattle on short 






















SO 

YOU'RE 

.AWAKE. 


DON'T 
WORRY. 
YOU'RE 
OOINO 
TO BE 
FINE. 


- HAVE 

YOU HEARD THE BASARA 
IMAGE CD AND MUSIC VIDEO YET? 
THEY’RE ONLY IN JAPAN RIGHT NOW 


There were so many voic 
actors I liked O’and the 


ou think they’re coo 
haven’t seen them y 
■heck them out! 0 
You’ll be amazed 


Thanks for 
your suppor 


As the creator of the 
proiect, 1 was thrilled! b 




OKINAWA 

Main Island 


TINY TAM-TAM TIME ® 


SARASA’S 

JOURNEY 







































VILLAGER5 

LOOKING 

FOR 

OTHER 

SURVIVORS. 


DON'T 

WORRY 

ABOUT 


CAREFUL, 


I HOPE 
THE MAN 
WHO 
WAS 
WITH 
YOU IS 


NAKIJIN'S 


HE'S 

KNOWN 

HIS 

DESTINY 
SINCE 
HE WAS A 
CHILD. 


























ASATO 

IS 

TRYING 
TO SELL 
OKINAWA 
TO 

JAPAN... 


m obncb: 


IT 

SOUNDED 
LIKE 
THEY 
WE RE I 
ARGUING | 
AND... / 


WE 

KNOW 

THAT, 

BUT 

WITHOUT 

EVIDENCE., 


NAGI. 


JSHINBASHI, 

? 15 

A THAT 

4 YOU? 


FOUND 
DR. BASHO. 


iw 

GLAD 

YOU 

SURVIVED. 


KATU... 

ARE 

YOU 

ALL 

RIGHT? 


SHlNBflSHI IS 
IMMORTAL. 















CALLED 

NAGI 

"THAT BOY" 


CANT 

WAIT 

TO 

see 

AGAIN. 


NAGI 
WA5A 
KID ONCE, 
TOO. 


WHAT 

15 

OKINAWA 

LIKE? 


WHAT 

KIND 

OF 

ROOM 

AMI 

5LEEPING 
IN NOW? 


NO 

\ MATTER 
HOW KIND 
v THEIR 
\ WORDS 
"''ARE... 


IT - 
MUSTt 
BE 4 


WHEN 
I CAN'T 
SEE THEIR 
EXPRESSIONS. 
IT'S KIND 
OF SCARY. 


~"-BUT 

WITH 

SUCH 

-GOOD 

FOOD... 





YOU'RE 

RIGHT. 


IS 

ANYTHING 
1 WRONG? 


UM... 

I HEARD 
THE 
SOUND 
OF 

WEAVING. 


CALLED 

BASHO 

CLOTH. 


PLEASE, 

DON'T 










SORRY. 

you 

CAN'T 


SIT NEXT 
TO YOU 
WHILE 
YOU 
WORK? 


BUT IT'S 
HARD TO 
FIND 

MATERIAL 
IN THE DESERT, 
SO THEY 
BUY IT 
FROM FAR 
AWAY. fh 


BACK 

HOME, 


THE 

WOMEN 
IN MY 
VILLAGE 
WEAVE, 
TOO. 


THEY 

WEAVE 

VERY 

SLOWLY 

AND 

CAREFULLY. 









SARASA 

COMES 

FROM 

THE 

NAME... 


MOM, 

DO 

you 

WANT 

SOME 

TEA? 


SARASA! 


























































SS3 Sam 
£ : I 1 
[*. 


NAHA 
IS THE 
ECONOMIC 
HEART 
OF 

OKINAWA... 


...THEN 

SHURI CASTLE 
IS ITS 

POLITICAL 

CENTER. 


THE 

PRESIDENT'S 
OFFICIAL 
RESIDENCE 
AND THE 
HEADQUARTERS 
OF ALL 

GOVERNMENT 
DEPARTMENTS 
ARE HOUSED... 


...AS 
WELL 
AS THE 
LOCAL 
CITY 
HALL. 



iffiiilipif 

PftffjffiH 

lllllfl 
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YEAH, 

WELL, 

IF I 

DON'T DO 
ANYTHING, 
I'LL FEEL 
, GUILTY. 


YOU DON'T 
HAVE TO 
WORK I 
50 l 
HARD. ] 


WATER 

FROM 

THE 

WELL, 


OPENAhERE, 
YOUR A 
MOUTH./ /// 


NOW 

you 

CAN 

WALK 

ALMOST 

EVERY¬ 

WHERE. 


THIS 

"PINE" 

APPLE 

IS 

REALLY 

GOOD! 


OH, 

THERE’S 
A BUCKET 
NEXT TO 
YOU, 

WATCH OUT. 
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WE'RE 
WITH > 
YOU! ( 


YOU 

CAN 

DO 

IT! 


5HE SAID 
SHE'D 
KNOW 
IF SHE 
HEARD IT 
AGAIN, 


THAT'S 
i RIGHT. 


BUT NOT 
ONLY THAT- 
SHE 
HEARD 
THE VOICE 
OF 

ARAKAKI'S 

MURDERER. 


J THAT'S 

! m 

j BROTHER 
UNTEN. 








you've 

PUT ME 
IN A FIX. 

I NEED THIS 
KEPT QUIET 
A WHILE 
LONGER. - 


"WH-WHAT 

ARE 

you 

DOING? 


-WHILE 

you 

ue 

TO THE 
PEOPLE- 


B6TRA V 

THE 

COUNTRY! 
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DON’T 

you 

COME 


r THI5 

uc „ AREA'S 
HERE, SPECIAL. 
THE FRESH 
WATER MIXES 
WITH THE 

SALT, hi) 

AND THE Sk ” 

FISH ARE 
PLENTIFUL. 


VO\C& 
OF THE 
MURDER¬ 
ER, 
DON’T 
YOU?’ / 


you 

ALREADY 

KNOW... 




THANK 
YOU 
FOR 
CONWNG 
ALL THE 
WAY 
FROM 
JAPAN. 
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WRONS? 


I THOUGHT 
SHE WAS 
JUST A KID. 
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I DON'T 


COMPLETELY 

UNDERSTAND 

THE 

SITUATION- 


KEEP COINS 
, DOWN THIS 
ROAD TO THE 
SOUTH... 


YOU’LL 
END UP 
IN NAHA, 
WHERE THE 
PARTY IS 
GOING TO 










MIGHT HAVE 
MORE MEN 
WITH 

- THEM. i 


SHINBA5HI, 
15 THIS 
. THE 
RIGHT 
WAY? / 


I CANT 
ASK 

ANYBODY 

FOR 

HELP. 


IS l 
THIS 
RIGHT?' 




BUT 
THERE 
WAS NO 
TIME 
FOR 
THAT. 


-YOURSELF 

TOGETHER. 


THROUGH 
THIS BY 
MYSELF. 


YOU'RE 

TATARA! 









HEY 

NAKIJIN, 
WHY AREN’T 
YOU PUTTING 
IN ANY 
ENERGY? 


oOULDN'T 

SEE 

YET— 


.SUDDENLY 
WITHOUT 
SAYING 
A WORD. 
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\pARA5A! 







y EVERYONE, 
PLEASE 
TAKE 
SHELTER 
IMMEDIATELY! 


SOMEONE 

STOP 

THE 

BULLS) 





















































VERDIGRIS TALE 5: MANY FIRES 


SHURI IS HERE. 




tf/ERDIGRISiTAl*Ef5 

•®y*firesMI 




TINY TAM-TAM TIME © 




Never. Although sometimes it might happer 
if I stop somewhere en route for a bool 
signing. C> = 




SARASA’S 

JOURNEY 


OKINAWA 

Main Island 
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WHEN I 
THINK... 



















































96 










I mm 



AND 
DON'T 
WASTE 
YOUR 
TIME... , 


WE MUST 
TAKE 

ACTION'. 












































WHERE'S 
A HOT 
SPRING!? 




IT’S 

M THERE'S I IT'S SO 

NO J CLEAR' 

WMR. / 


YOU'RE 

MOVED 

BY 

EVERY' 

THING. 


EVEN 
THOUGH 
ALL OF THE 
OCEANS 
ARE 

CONNECT¬ 
ED! ? 


7 WHY DOES 
I THE OCEAN 
LOOK 

DIFFERENT 
FROM 
PLACE TO 
PLACE" t 


/ APPAR¬ 
ENTLY 
THE 

WOMEN IN 
\ OKINAWA 
) PURIFY 
/ THEIR 
BODIES 
IN THE 
OCEAN. 
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. 

























LOST KC2S5 EVER - 
EVERY' I 
THINC3. 


IVE ^ f / H- 

BECOME J / / : / 
HOMELESS W / 


J I DON'T 
I OETTO 
I HAVE 
you FOR 
MY WIFE 
YET. 




WFs: 


1 


THAT'5 
P WHY 1 

H told 

fWX 

|te 

: 

■ \ , 
\ 


x \ 


V 

\ 


/ 

y 

EVENTUALLY ' 

\ 

/ IF YOU 

11 

IT WILL 

! STEP 

i 

COME BACK 


ON 

i v / 

TO HAUNT 


PEOPLE 



IEAD- 

Ak r 2jM 


i AND 
ACCI DENTALLY 
FI55ED OFF 
SOMEBODY 
YOU 

NEEDED! 




















JUST 
'AS : 
'horny,, 

: as i 

f BEFORE; 




WHAT'.? 


TAKE THAT 
FIRE AND 
BURN IT 


f BURN THI5 
[ BRAND. 
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; night i: 

] li WAS | 

i; CHASED.' 
II OUT 

; I; 1 of 

i suo- 


Y m y 

v SUBJECTS 
BETRAYED 
/V\E SO 

OUICKLY, BUT- 


TOWN'S 

PEOPLE.." 


I DIDN'T 
WANT 
TO 

ACCEPT 

IT. 


MOVED BY 






















SHURI, 


ARB 

- you 

CRYING. 











MADE 

you 

DO 

SOME¬ 

THING 


...THAT 

WAS 

HARD 

ON 

YOU, 

DIDN'T 


WHAT 
AMI 
THINK- 
i I NG? 


IVE 
SOT 
TO 
COOL 
IT OFF 
WITH 
WATER! 


WATER... 


WATER.. 























/ Ji 
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SHI DO, 
DIDN'T 


IF THAT 
IS SO, 
WHY 
WOULD 


I THERE 
WAS A 
CHILD 
SLAVE... 
SHIDO 
WAS 
KIND TO 


J PITIED 
ME, AND 
I FOUND 
THAT 

HUMILIATING. 


MUST 

HAVE... 


HATRED. 































igBgj 


S iillpi 

i 


I WANT 
TO TELL 
EVERYONE- 


THERE'S 

4*^ NO / 
^TYRANNICAL /' ■“ 

Wat, 


IF ONLY 
JAPAN 
COULD 
BE LIKE 
THIS... 


THEY 
DECIDE 
\ THEIR 
LEADER BY 
ELECTION. 


EVERYONE 
' Ml LIVES 
TOGETHER 
PEACEFULLY., 









I KNEW I HAD TO 
OVERTHROW 
THE KINO... 


BUT I 
DIDN'T 
KNOW 
WHAT TO 
DO 

AFTER¬ 

WARDS. 
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TINY TA/V\-TA/V\ TIME <D 

I've always been a big baseball fan, but I 
was never really that into soccer. 

So I didn’t think I’d be that interested 
when the J-League season started. 

But thanks to Alcindo of the Antlers, 

I started paying attention. 

Heh, heh. 

I guess I follow the trends... 


Of course I like 
Sumo, tooiCp 
...and volleyball and 


ON TV, THEY’RE 
ALWAYS TALKING, 
ABOUT WHICH IS 
COOLER, SOCCER 
OR BASEBALL. 

IT'S A STUPID 
TOPIC, AND 
1 WISH THEY'D 
QUIT IT. 

ISNT IT OBVIOUS 
p THEY’RE BOTH 
COOL? 

I THEY'RE PLAYING, 
HARD! 


OKINAWA 
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THEY 

SAID 

THE 

TEST 

WENT 

WELL. 


OKINAWA MAIN ISLAND 


Y M 

WE GOT A A 

? 


MESSAGE i 

1 5HURI!, 


FROM THE 

J 1 


PEOPLE / 

V 

mki 

OFAMAMI! 4 









PUT A 
BOAT OUT 
FOR US 
THIS 

EVENING, i 
YUNA. n 


IN 

THAT 

CASE, 


WE 

SHOULD 

HEAD 

TO 

\ A/VVAMI. 


YOU, A LONE 
WOMAN, 
WERE ABLE 
TO 

COMMAND 
THAT SHIP 
PERFECTLY. 


' ...WHILE 
YOU HAD 
ME BUSY 
CLEAN¬ 
ING THE 
SHIPS 
DECK, 


I'M SURE \ 
YOU KNOW \ 
THE LOCAL 
WATERS VERY 
WELL, TOO. 


















146 









_I FELL ASLEEP! 


H/V\/V\, HE'5 
MANAGED 
TO HANG 
ON 50 
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...AS LONG 
AS THAT 
FAMILY 15 
RULING IT! 


JAPAN 
WILL BE 
HELL- 


NOW, YOU 
CANT 

GENERALIZE 
LIKE THAT. 


THERE ARE 
PEOPLE IN JAPAN 
WHO ARE WORKING 
WITH OUR 
PRESIDENT... 


THEY'RE 
TRYING TO 
AVOID WAR. 








EVEN THE 
ROOFAND 
THE SUB- 
FLOORING 
ARE BEING 
GUARDED. 


I GUARDS 
WHO ARE 
EXPERTS IN 
KARATE 
SURROUND 
THE CASTLE. 



BUT 
THERE 
RE ALSO 

t THOSE 
WHO 
DON'T 
THINK 
THAT 
WAY... 




SO WE 
MIGHT BE 
TARGETED 
AGAIN? I 



mm 


tuaml/c 





















BUT NOW W 
THAT I CAN \ f, 
SEE, I TRIP VI 
OVER 
THINGS. 


WHEN I 
COULDN'T 
SEE, I WAS 
SO CAREFUL 
WHEN I 
WALKED 
'AROUND. 




m M 


I I WAS A BIT 
SURPRISED 
THAT YOU'D 
\ CHOOSE A 
S GIRL LIKE 
A THAT. 



























































































































HE'S NOT 
GOING TO TELL 
YOU THE 
TRUTH. 


CO/V\E 
WITH ME. 






THAT’S I 
YOUR 

BROTHER'S 
WAV OF 
THINKING... 


IT'S 

NOT 

YOURS. 


youR 

BROTHER HAS 
HIS OWN WAY 
OF THINKING. 


WHAT 

ABOUT 

you*? 


DO YOU 
ALWAyS 
STAND 
WITH HIM !? 7 


FORGET 
ABOUT YOUR 
BROTHER 
FORA 

SECOND AND 

THINK FOR 
yOURSSLF* 


WHAT 

ABOUT 

y OUR OWN 

BELIEFS ? 7 


WHAT DOES 
NFKIJIN 

WANT ? 7 


WHAT 

DO yOU WANT 
TO HAPPEN 
TO OKINAWA ? 7 


do you 

E \JEN 
KNOW, 
NAKIJIN? 
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MADE 
UP MY 
MIND. 


I CANT 
THINK... 


/ vOU ALWAYS^? 
decide wtTwan- 
ASKING! 


. ...ABOUT, 
^ANYTHING 


WHEN 

.I'M 

WITH 

SHURI... 


ALL MY 
SENSES CAN 
ONLY 

CONCENTRATE 
ON HIM? 


WHY IS 
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WHEN 
WE GET TO 
/WWW, WE'LL 
SEND 

SOMEONE TO 
GET YOU. 







LISTEN! 


SAVE YOURSELF, 
EVEN IF YOU HAVE 
TO LEAVE THE 
OTHERS! 


IF IT 
TURNS 
U6LY~ 


THERE'S 
NOTHING IN 
THIS WORLD 
THAT'S MORE 
IMPORTANT 
TO ME! 













■A 








IF IT 
WASN'T 


PRANK. 


'TATARA'S 
BYAKKO 
i SWORD-- 


IT FEELS 
RIGHT IN 

m HAND! 
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LET'S HEAD 
SOUTH OF 
NAHA BY 
BOAT. 























WE MIGHT 
HAVE BEEN 
FOLLOWED. 


I'LL BRING 
THE ' 
PRESIDENT 
5: INTO THE 
CAVE. 


'reinforce 

YOUR 

GUARDS, 

) PLEASE. 


\\ 1 DON'T 

UNDERSTAND. 


WHAT'S 
GOING ON 
WITH THIS 
CHILD? 
















JAPAN - SUO CITY 


5HIP5 SANK 
WHEN IT 
APPEARED! 
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HAUNTED 

BOAT 

STRATEGY? 







IS ALL 
THIS 
REALLY 
NECES¬ 
SARY?’ 


BUT THE 
BATTLE¬ 
SHIP 

CRIMSON 
IS GONE. 


HE HAS 
A FLAIR 
FOR 
MELO¬ 
DRAMA. 


JUST AS I 
THOUGHT.. 


THE RED 
ARMY OF 
THE WEST 
IS COMING. 


THE FU JIN 
FLEET HAS 
BEEN 

DESTROYED. 


THERE 
ARE NO 
GOOD 
SHIPS 
LEFT IN 
JAPAN. 


WITHOUT 

GOOD 

SHIPS... 


REACH 

OKINAWA. 
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There’d been an 
earthquake in 
Iriomote. It had 
destroyed the road 
that went into the 
jungle, so I couldnt 
go. Too bad. 


I_ 


The boat floated I i , j j I IJ J_ 
through the / j \J/J W 
mangrove forests. / y /y(/\ \ \ 


I THAT’S SCARV. 

_ ‘J IS EVERVONE 

—pv IN HOKKAIDO 

I I OKAVt o 

7 ^ 


the landscape seemed really 
untouched. 


They had video games 
in the hotel room, 
and I stayed up late 
playing. 


The next day, 
I went to 
Iriomote Island. 


were telephone poles in the water, 
leird. During low tide, you could sei 


They’ve shown 
this in a 


the water to 
the neighboring 
island of Yufu 
on a water 
buffalo cart. 


IT’S VERY SHALLOW. 


CD 

V_yAnd then the 
"Orix" team (the 
Bluewaves) was at 
my hotel in Naha. 


At that time, 
the cherry 
blossom festival 


a 


The pro baseball 
team for 
“Nippon Ham” 
(the Fighters) 
was staying at my 
hotel for their 
training camp. 


I went back to 
Ishigaki Island via 
Taketomi Island. 


t oorj:'’ 


>m there I went straight 
to Nago by taxi. 


On a side note, 
I missed the 
return water 
buffalo cart, 


fm I JUST 




J ,1 looked llk( 

~ ^ < —Z. p |urn 

} ' f -blossoms. 


Nakijin Castle 
was really 
pretty. JUSr lIK E IN 

^ THAT TV 

COMMERCIAL. 




THANKS FOR ALL POUR HELP! 


19 ( 





I also went to the 
Himeyuri War 
Memorial... 


It really makes 
you reflect and 
think. 


I offered 
some flowers 


Southeastern y j ^ lo a 
Botanical Paradise^_\ ^ ^ 0 ^ r 

f^rL p |ace£ - w 

Nagagusuku and Urazoe Vodore 
-_ Ca tomb for an ancient king)... 


1 was really 
busy, but it 
was fun. It 
was evciting 
to see these 
unique places. 


Ryukyu Village, and the 
Nakamura House, and 
lots of places. 


A glass 
blowing 
factory, too! 


\\f\ Ml un * 

\ WOULP HURT! 


I love limestone 
caverns. ^7 


Oh, yeah, and 


? d just won an 
award, so I thought 
I’d buy myself a 
present. / 


I BOUGHT" A 

lot of other - 

STUFF, TOO. 



I usually don’t jj VVANT 
make impulse THIS VASE. I 

purchases, BUT IT’S S 01 

but... EXPENSIVE... j 

The excitement 
of travel tends , "N 

>xto loosen my (/})/( A) 

),\ P urse r 07 

-j N strings. b ^ I 


Okinawan 
pottery is 
modern, pretty 
and stylish. 


The glassware 
is pretty, too 
The colors are 
very vivid. 

cu 


And now, I’m 
drawing this 
Okinawa story. 

( WANT U The days 

1 T 0 GO 11 passed 

THERE k , 

l AGAIN! / q J " 

Let me know what 

AND A 
PLEASE REAP 1 (J 
BESSATSU COMICA n 

deluxe COMIC, ' 
ANP KARIN L 

COMIC! J J 

— ^BVE! 1 

you think. ||! 

fpLEASE 
\ j WRITE 
ffrO ME! 

=d£l _1 


ocean through 
a glass- 
bottom boat. 


I bought books and 
videos -for research. 

I even bought v ‘deo. . | 
game that was 
totally f n 

unrelated.^* —' 


You could really -feel the history, 


( nice ana i __. 

was so I C / I ate J 

happy! C? OKINAWA of Okinawan 

J SOBA. p, foodie | 
STAV"BEAUTIFUL. OKINAWA! ‘-— 



Recommendations 


Editor’s comments 


If you enjoyed Basara, please try these other 
graphic novels: 

Chicago 

From Basara s creator, Yumi 
Tamura, Chicago is an 
action-packed short series 
set in the near future. 

Capable Rei and her sea¬ 
soned partner Uozumi are 
survivors. After being 
deployed to a half-finished fho^uS!lnT' ura/ 
manmade island to search for earthquake 
victims, their military rescue squad is 
bombed. Discovering the mysterious 
forces behind the bombing becomes their 
personal goal as they join a private rescue 
force that gathers secretly in a Shinjuku 
bar called “Chicago.” 

Banana Fish 

Currently running in the 
anthology Animerica Extra, 

AkimiYoshida’s most 
famous series is filled with 
gritty action. When a man 
is gunned down in the 
gang-infested back alleys @ ig87 Akim . Yoshida/ 

of 1980’s New York City, it shogaku^, i “ 1 
begins a complicated series of events that 
causes gang leader Ash to go up against 
mafia don “Papa” Dino. The series sends 
Ash and his allies across the country and 
against political intrigues in search of the 
truth behind the mysterious and deadly 
substance “Banana Fish.” 

Vagabond 

One of the best action 
artists out there, Takehiko 
Inoue puts his skills to the 
test in this extraordinary 
series. Inspired by Eiji 
Yoshikawa’s classic samu¬ 
rai story Musashi, Vagabond is 
the tale of an unfocused 
soldier on the losing side 
of history. Takezo’s initial goal of survival 
escalates the violence around him, turn¬ 
ing him into a homicidal wildman. 
Through the way of the sword, he must 
transform himself from brute to saint. 


S ituated over 250 miles south of Kyushu, 

Okinawa’s location had made it a cultural cross¬ 
roads for centuries. Once known as Ryukyu 
Kingdom, Okinawa has traditionally been its own 
nation with its own distinct culture. This is why 
Tamura gives her Okinawan characters such an 
independent spirit. Although currently part of 
Japan, there are plenty of Okinawans who’d like 
Okinawa to become its own nation again! 

Weaving is a part of Okinawa’s cultural pride. 
Made from a non fruit-bearing plantain known as 
ito basho, or fiber banana, airy basho cloth doesn’t 
stick to hot skin like other fabrics, making it partic¬ 
ularly suited for tropical climates. Once abundant 
and affordable, only a few artisans in Kijoka still 
produce it. Traditionally reserved for the upper 
class, bingata is the vibrant and elaborate stenciled 
cloth dying method unique to Okinawa. 

Performing arts and bull fighting are among 
Okinawa’s many traditions. The dance Yuna and 
Nakijin perform at the party is probably nisai odori, 
or young men’s dancing. The movements echo 
those of karate, which originated in Okinawa. 

Sugar cane farming and fishing are also significant 
aspects of Okinawa’s cultural legacy. 

Japan’s culinary heritage is rich with nutri¬ 
tional knowledge, and okayu, or rice gruel, is the 
meal of choice for the ill. This simple dish is 
hearty, easy to digest and has countless variations 
and potential ingredients. 

J-League is Japan’s pro soccer association, 
which debuted with ten teams in 1993. Advertised 
to the hilt, J-League was an instant hit and has now 
expanded to 28 teams in two divisions. Many 
teams have foreign players, and the Brazilian 
Alcindo Sartori was originally one of the most 
popular. 

There’s a translation detail I feel obliged to 
mention. In the scenes involving the ghost ship, I 
decided to use the sound of a bell ringing, since 
there is a natural association between bells and 
ships among English readers. In Japanese, the 
sound is made by a dora, or gong. Why? Well, aside 
from a gong’s association with Buddhism, which 
lends an otherworldliness to the creepy craft, in 
Japan a gong is sounded when a ship sets sail. 

-PD 









